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r^r^ ^ LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1. (Previously Amended) An intermediate lens pad comprising 

a plurality of slots spaced apart around the center of the pad, extending 
radially from positions spaced from the center of the pad and extending upwardly so as 
to be open at the periphery of the pad to enable the pad to follow the curvature of a lens 
tool, 

said pad having a first side and a second side, said first side capable of being 
secured to a curved surface of a lens tool when the pad is in use, and said second side 
having a substantially smooth surface comprising a multiplicity of holes or recesses 
substantially uniformly distributed over an entirety of said second side surface, said 
holes or recesses being at least an order of magnitude smaller than the intermediate 
lens pad, 

whereby a lens surfacing pad having a peel-off adhesive on one side and a 
working surface on its other side, can be secured by said adhesive side to said 
intermediate lens pad so as to inhibit relative movement between said intermediate lens 
pad and said lens surfacing pad during surfacing, while allowing ready manual 
removal of the surfacing pad for replacement by a different surfacing pad. 

2. (Original) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 1, wherein the 
holes or recesses each have a diameter substantially in the range from 0.2mm to 8mm. 

3. (Original) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 1, wherein the 
holes or recesses are arranged in honeycomb formation. 
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4. (Previously Amended) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 1, 
wherein the intermediate lens pad comprises a plastic material. 

5. (Original) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 4, wherein the 
material of the intermediate lens pad comprises polyvinyl chloride. 

6 and 7 (Previously Cancelled). 

8. (Currently Amended) An intermediate lens pad comprising 

a plurality of slots spaced apart around the center of the pad, extending 
radially from positions spaced from the center of the pad and extending upwardly 
outwardly so as to be open at the periphery of the pad to enable the pad to follow the 
curvature of a lens tool, said pad having a first side and a second side, said first side 
capable of being secured to a curved surface of a lens tool when the pad is in use, and 
said second side having a substantially smooth surface defined by outer surfaces of a 
multiplicity of protuberances substantially uniformly distributed over said second side 
surface such that the distance between adjacent protuberances is an order of magnitude 
smaller than the intermediate lens pad, 

whereby a lens surfacing pad having a peel-off adhesive on one side and a 
working surface on its other side, can be secured by said adhesive side to said 
intermediate lens pad so as to inhibit relative movement between said intermediate lens 
pad and said lens surfacing pad during surfacing, 

while allowing ready manual removal of the surfacing pad for replacement 
by a different surfacing pad. 
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9. (Original) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 8, wherein the 
spaces between adjacent protuberances each has a width substantially in the range from 
0.2mm to 8mm. 

10. (Original) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 8, wherein the 
protuberances are arranged in honeycomb fashion. 

11. (Previously Amended) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 8, 
wherein the intermediate lens pad comprises a plastic material. 

12. (Original) An intermediate lens pad according to claim 11, wherein the 
material of the intermediate lens pad comprises polyvinyl chloride. 

13 and 14 (Previously Cancelled). 

15. (Previously Presented) A lens tool assembly comprising: 

\o 

a lens tool having a curved surface; 

an intermediate lens pad secured with adhesive to said curved surface of the 
lens tool; and 

a lens surfacing pad having one side provided with an adhesive layer by 
which said lens surfacing pad is secured to said intermediate lens pad, 

wherein the intermediate lens pad has a plurality of slots spaced apart 
around the center of the pad, extending radially from positions spaced from the center 
of the pad and extending outwardly so as to be open at the periphery of the pad to 
enable the pad to follow the curvature of the lens tool, and wherein an outer surface of 
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the intermediate lens pad is substantially smooth and comprises a multiplicity of holes 
or recesses substantially uniformly distributed over an entirety of the outer surface, 
said holes or recesses being at least an order of magnitude smaller than the 
intermediate lens pad. 



16. (Fieviously Fiesen bed v - Withdrawn) A method of surfacing a ler tsrs ^ tt ^ 
method comprising: y 

securing an intermediate lens pad to the curved surface of aj^ns tool; 

peeling off a protective cover from an adhesive lay^ 3n one side of a lens 
surfacing pad and securing the lens surfacing pad with the adhesive layer to an upper 
surface of the intermediate lens pa^ 

surfacing a lens with a worMng sdrface of the lens surfacing pad, the 
adhesive layer inhibiting /elative movement between the intermediate pad and the lens 
surfacing pad during surfacing, \^:{ile facilitating ready manual removal of the 
surfacing pad for replacementoy a different surfacing pad; and 

effecting siipn rtoioval and replacement^.,^td surfacing the lens or a different 
lens using the wov^ing surf ace^trf-ftte-replarement pad, 

wherein the intermediate lens pad has a plurality of slots spaced apart 
around me center of the pad, extending radially from positions spaced from the center 
of theT pad and extending outwardly so as to be open at the periphery of the pad to 
enable the pad to follow the curvature of the lens tool, and wherein an outer surface of 
ythe intermediate lens pad is substantially smooth and comprises a multiplicity of holes 
■^Qf-fecesses substantially unitc5?Tni j >' d iL >Lx ib ul cd u vei an eiiLiie l y o f ll ' ie ou l ei buifcf ee;- 
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gatd-4tetes-OTTgresse's being-ttrieast-g m order of magnitude -smalle^ ^an the - 
- intormcdia te tot o pa d. 

17. (Previously Presented) A lens tool assembly comprising: 

a lens tool having a curved surface; 

an intermediate lens pad secured with adhesive to said curved surface of the 
lens tool; and 

a lens surfacing pad having one side provided with an adhesive layer by 
which said lens surfacing pad is secured to said intermediate lens pad, 

wherein the intermediate lens pad has a plurality of slots spaced apart 
around the center of the pad, extending radially from positions spaced from the center 
of the pad and extending outwardly so as to be open at the periphery of the pad to 
enable the pad to follow the curvature of the lens tool, and wherein an outer surface of 
the intermediate lens pad is substantially smooth and is defined by outer surfaces of a 
multiplicity of protuberances substantially uniformly distributed over the outer surface 
such that the distance between adjacent protuberances is an order of magnitude smaller 
than the intermediate lens pad. 

t87"( Prcviou o ly Presente drW illididwu) A iiielhod uf^Uifa ctftg-a4€^tS7-s^i4> 
rinriiring nn infrr>rmpHia<-p Ipnr pVrl <-n -t= hp r uT Vpd si irf ar o p rf-a-teaS-tooli 
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p^^ling off - fi pi v l^' f li v ^-' v*^ y*^ \ f i * m m f in r i' ihf^n^ i ^o In y^T- o n one fiid f^ of n lono ^ 
surfacing pad and securing the lens surfacing pad with the adhesive layer to arfupper 
surface of the intermediate lens pad; 

surfacing a lens with a working surface of the lens surMcing pad, the 
adhesive layer inhibiting relative movement between the injfe^mediate pad and the lens 
surfacing pad during surfacing, whil^,faolitating readv^anual removal of the 
surfacing pad for replacement by a different surf aping pad; and 

effecting such removal and re/plarement, and surfacing the lens or a different 
lens using the working surface of the replacement pad, 

wherein the/intermedime lens pad has a plurality of slots spaced apart 
around the center of the pad^xtending radially from positions spaced from the center 
of the pad and extendmg outwardly so as to be open^the periphery of the pad to 
enable the pad to fomDw me-a^icvate^^ lens tool, and wherein an outer surface of 
the intermediateflens pad is substantially smooth and is defined by outer surfaces of a 
multiplicitwof protuberances substantially uniformly distributed over the outer surface 
such th^T the distance between adjacent protuberances is an order of magnitude smaller 
- thyi the int e rmpdiat p le ns p ad 

please add the following new clai ms!^ 

19. (New) An intermediate lens pad system, comprising: 

an intermediate lens pad, said intermediate lens pad comprising a first side 
and a second side, said first side being configured to be secured to a curved surface of a 
lens tool during a lens surfacing operation, and said second side being substantially 
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smooth and comprising a plurality of holes or recesses distributed over a substantial 
portion of said second side; and 

a lens surfacing pad comprising an adhesive surface and a v^orking surface, 
said adhesive surface being configured to secure said lens surfacing pad to said 
intermediate lens pad during said lens surfacing operation. 



v^herein said plurality of holes or recesses^nd said substantially smooth 
second side of said intermediate lens pad are configured to release said adhesive 
surface for manual removal of said lens surfacing pad from said intermediate lens pad. 

20. (New) An intermediate lens pad system according to claim 19, w^herein 
said second side of said intermediate lens pad further comprises a plurality of 
protuberances . 

21. (Nev^) An intermediate lens pad system according to claim 19, wherein 
said intermediate lens pad comprises a wire mesh. 

22. (New) An intermediate lens pad system according to claim 19, wherein 
said adhesive surface of said lens surfacing pad comprises a peel-off adhesive. 



said intermediate lens pad further comprises at least one slot in a perimeter of said 
intermediate lens pad. 



an intermediate lens pad, said intermediate lens pad having a shape to enable 
the intermediate lens pad to conform to a curvature of a lens surfacing tool, said 




23. (New) An intermediate lens pad system according to claim 19, wherein 




24. (New) An intermediate lens pad system, comprising 
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intermediate lens pad comprising a first side and a second side, said first side being 
configured to be secured to said lens surfacing tool during a lens surfacing operation, 
and said second side comprising a plurality of protuberances distributed over said 
second side; and 

a lens surfacing pad, said lens surfacing pad comprising an adhesive on a 
first side thereof and a working surface on a second side thereof, said adhesive being 
configured to secure said lens surfacing pad to said intermediate lens pad during the 
surfacing operation, 

wherein said plurality of protuberances are configured to facilitate release of 
said adhesive for manual removal of the surfacing pad from said intermediate lens pad. 

25. (New) An intermediate lens pad system according to claim 24, wherein 
said intermediate lens pad further comprises holes or recesses between at least some of 
said plurality of protuberances. 

26. (New) An intermediate lens pad system according to claim 24, wherein 
said intermediate lens pad further comprises at least one slot in a perimeter of said 
intermediate lens pad. 

27. (New) A lens tool assembly, comprising: 
a lens tool having a curved surface; 

an intermediate lens pad secured at a first side thereof to said curved surface 
of the lens tool; and 
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a lens surfacing pad secured by an adhesive layer to said intermedialje.lensjj);\/ 



wherein the intermediate lens pad further comprises a textiired outer ^urfaclfe, ' 
said textured outer surface being configured to release said adhesive layer for manual 
removal of said lens surfacing pad from said intermediate lens pad. 

28. (New) The lens tool assembly of claim 27, wherein said textured outer 
surface of said intermediate lens pad comprises a plurality of holes through said 
intermediate lens pad and an otherwise substantially smooth surface, 

29. (New) The lens tool assembly of claim 27, wherein said textured outer 
surface of said intermediate lens pad comprises a plurality of recesses in an otherwise 
substantially smooth surface. 

30. (New) The lens tool assembly of claim 27, wherein said textured outer 
surface of said intermediate lens pad comprises a plurality of protuberances from an 
otherwise substantially smooth surface. 

31. (New) The lens tool assembly of claim 27, wherein said textured outer 
surface of said intermediate lens pad comprises a wire mesh. 

32. (New) A The lens tool assembly of claim 27, wherein said intermediate 
lens pad further comprises at least one slot in a perimeter of said intermediate lens pad. 



^y33. (New) A lens tool assembly, comprising: 
a lens tool having a curved surface; 
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an intermediate lens pad secured with adhesive to said curved surface of the 
lens tool; and 

a lens surfacing pad provided with an adhesive layer, said lens surfacing pad 
being secured to said intermediate lens pad by said adhesive layer, 

wherein the intermediate lens pad has a plurality of radially-extending slots 
spaced apart around a center of the intermediate lens pad to enable the intermediate 
lens pad to follow the curvature of the lens tool, and wherein an outer surface of the 
intermediate lens pad is substantially smooth and has a plurality of surface features 
configured to facilitate manual release of said adhesive layer from said intermediate 
lens pad, said surface features being selected from the group consisting of 
protuberances, through-holes, recesses, wire mesh, or combinations of the foregoing. 

34. (New) An intermediate support pad comprising an adhesive first surface 
and a textured second surface, said adhesive first surface being configured for 
attachment of said intermediate support pad to a substrate surfacing tool during a 
substrate surfacing operation, and said textured second surface being configured to 
securely support an adhesively attached surfacing pad during the substrate surfacing 
operation and to release said adhesively attached surfacing pad for manual removal 
from said intermediate support pad. 

35. (New) The intermediate support pad of claim 34, wherein said textured 
second surface comprises a plurality of holes through said intermediate support pad. 

36. (New) The intermediate support pad of claim 34, wherein said textured 
second surface comprises a plurality of recesses below said second surface. 
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37. (New) The intermediate support pad of claim 34, wherein said textured 
second surface comprises a plurality of protuberances from said second surface. 

38. (New) The intermediate support pad of claim 34, wherein said textured 
second surface comprises a wire mesh pattern. 

39. (New) The intermediate support pad of claim 34, wherein said 
intermediate support pad further comprises at least one slot in a perimeter of said 
intermediate support pad. 
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